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MEMOIR 




SURVEY OF TRAVANCORE AND OOCIIIN, 181()~1830. 


JOUUlfAL, 

TMrsday, 13J/i iTune 1816.—Left Mattes at 11 r.M. and proceeded by Trippoloor 
to Manvillypoor (eommonly called tbo Seven Pagodas), arrived at it at 8 a.k. and 
proceeded to Colonel Mackenzie’s Tents pitched on tho Beach near an auciout jiagoda, 
on a small peninsula tphioh at some seasons of the year is washed by tho sea. Trippo¬ 
loor is a populous village and tho streets regular, there is a pagoda on a small hill on 
the west side of it, from which the surrounding country is eommanded ; crossed two 
very extensive plains, one previous to coming to it, and the other botwoen it and the 
Seven Pagodas ; from tho nature jf the ground, these plains form inundations during 
the rains, the eonntry passed is overrun with low jungle and innumerable groves of 
tlio palmyra tree. The Seven Pagodas, from the numerous ruins of temples about it, 
and on the rooks adjacent to it, appears to have been a city of some note; tho seulp- 
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thence proceeded to Vurdachellum, the residence of the Judge of the Zfllah, with low 
jungle, parts cultivated but poorly; left Vurdachellum at ll.P.M., crossed the river 
to Argum, from thence the road leads through an impenetrable jungle with gentle 
_descents, and much confined, just admitting passage for a cart; ai'rived at Wnddi- 
"arpolam at 7 p.m., an extensive village with a large pagoda and irregular stone 
tank or reservoir which may be classed among the largest of the kind in India; the 
pagoda is dedicated to the god Shevoo; a Bramin of this place threw himself into 
the tank the day before and was seen floating this morning and taken out. Weather 
continues wai-m, strong southerly winds, cloudy towards evening. 

ZOth June 1816.—Left Wuddiarpolliam at 5 P.H., proceeded through an almost 
impenetrable jungle, road wide and good, to Vullangoody, a stone choultry and tank ; 
the village lies south-west of the choultry a mile from the road and seems to be a 
populous one. Weather warm, strong westerly vrinds. , 

\st July 1816.—Left Vellangoody at 4 p.m., crossed over heights at first covered 
with thick jungle, then brushwood, passed by some populous villages, and then over 
cotton heights to Cullagoody, a lai'gc village and bungalow; crossed a ravine to it, the 
country about it uneven and rooky ; the people of this place very impudent and would 
scarce afford ua with necessaries for money till compelled. Weather windy. 

2«d July. —Left Cullagoody, first over a rocky tract, then through an open 
country and some populous villages to Vellanoor, crossed a canal from the Coleroon 
aud by some extensive villages and over wet ground to the high road, followed it up 
passing some outlets from the river to the northAank of the Coleroon, put up in a 
choultry for the night, the country in the neighbourhood of the river in the highest 
state of cultivation. Weather clear and strong westerly winds. 

Zrd July. —TSarly this morning crossed the arm of the Coleroon to the island of 
Seringham, passed through the area of the great pagoda and then in the sight of 
several others; the whole island appears to he divided in estates and highly cultivated; 
crossed the Gauvery to Tricbinopoly and then to the cantonment of Cacay tope. 
Weather cloudy and wind strong from the westward, had considerable difficulty in 
crossing the rivers in large wood flat bottom boats calculated to contain loaded carts, 
horses, &c., and would convey 300 passengers at a time; the river had just oome 
dowm and may be estimated f full. 

Of/i July. —At 12 P.M. left Tricbinopoly; arrived at Mannaparra at 5 a,m. on 
the 9 th, the village contains a few straggling huts, and some ancient buildings now 
fallen to decay ; it was once populous and the residence of a Poligar ; the road to it 
is lined with trees afiording shelter to the traveller; from thence proceeded through 
a miserable poor country almost covered with jungle and through hills, a few huts 
the remains of populous villages and now inhabited by a few miserable people, 
suffering under fever, which has been raging for some years in this country and has 
swept away a oonsiderahle number of inhabitants, to Tera Madura, a populous 
village, with a mud fort now fallen to decay. Arrived at it at 7 p.w., and found the 
people inhospitable, not a soul shewing himself to render the traveller tho least 
assistance whatever till compelled. Weather clear, and warm light wind. 

lltJi July 1816.—Loft Vera Madura at daybreak and proceeded to Diudigul 
through an open country, heights cultivated with dry grain, tho low land with paddy, 
watered from tanks at this period almost dry; erossed two small rivers, the road 
lined with lofty trees all the day. Weather dear, pleasant and cool, light winds. 

ISfA Jafy.—Accompanied Colonel Vaughan, Commandant of Diudigul, on tho 
fortress, which is one entire rock, steps cut into it by which you ascend the line, 
a fortification strongly built, and is principally in the European style; there is a 
bombproof on the north, faee capable of containing a regiment of soldiers hut no 
use is now made of them. There are several reservoirs of water on it but most 
of them stagnant, the most clear and pure stream is just above the Commandant’s 
quarters wMoh is now in a decayed state; the store-houses, once Hindoo temples, 
are on the very summit, several cannon are in the fortress but not more than two or 
three are on carriages, the lower fort is built of mud faced with stone, a very poor 
dry ditch but is well defended by a glaeis. The town is extensive and populous, 
the streets irregular with the exception of the principal one which is lined by 







sliopg there was a slender mud wall surronnding it is now perfectly doeayod, tho 
gateways built of more solid substance still remain; there liavo boon many houses 
for the rceeption of gentlemen but the better part of them arc gone to decay, and 
of those remaining scarcely two are habitable ; the laigost building of this descrip¬ 
tion lies out of the town to tho north-east, raised by Mr. Huvdis twenty years ago ; 
the mit-honses of it are decayed and the dwolUng-houso will also soon dwindle if 
oaro is not talten to put it in constant ropair. Weather wanii, strong w'osterly wind. 

17ffi July 1816.—Left Dindigul atbieak of day luul procoedod to Amcnaigenoor, 
a largo but not populous Tillage, Ihcre is a pagoda at tlio south extremity w.aUod 
round and gome eoooanut trees in tho inolosuro; the road this day principally lined 
■with banian, tamarind and other trees, a good road for carriages but is. much inter¬ 
sected by deep rivulets, which take tlicir source on the mountains on the left 17111011 
are both extensive and lofty; the table-land on the top is said to bo studded with 
small villages, and fruits are to be had' in abuudauco on it—uiiwliolosomo, as tho 
eating of thorn is generally attended with fevers ; llioro is a largo luuk previously 
to arriving at tlie village, great abundance of padily is iirodiiood under its banks; 
a thatched choultry for the rooeption of travollers in a bad state and would bo the 
better for a trilling repair. Weather warm, a passing shower at 3 I'.ii,, cloudy 
oveuing. 

I8th July .—At 3 I'.ii. left Amonaigouoor, procoedod through a fiuo open 
country studded with villagos and some tanks, the road good and liuoil with trees and 
some o.xtonaivs villagos near it^gouerally tliatohod ; passed by Bhummanolloor, an 
extensive place, wot ground on the right, to tho hanks of the Vigai; crossed it and 
passed on it to Madura, arrived at it at 5 I'.M.; woathor warm. 

2^td July .—Madura is a very oxtonsivo fortress and may be reckoned ai’ound 
the walls, whioh is perhaps the strongest fabriok of the kind in India, about 3 miles ; 
there are four gateways facing tho four pai'ts of the compass, the thing most worthy 
of note is Trimulnaiok’s palaee—an immenso fabriek of materials and raised more for 
show than utility; the arched roofs pai'tako of tho gothio; it is now generally in ruins, 
and the materials are taken away and used in raising modem buildings; the pagoda 
is an extensive pilu of building and i(s area may bo nstiniatod at a sqnaro luiUi, whioh 
is almost wholly covered with buildings. 'J’rimiilnaick’a or iJio painted ohonltry 
is worth sooing, and a gateway never fliiialiod, Ixigun by tlio above person, is an 
iinnionso woiidortnl building, in tho oxoention ol‘ whicb Tnmnliiaicde o.xlniiMtud las 
Invisuro. Oold, silver, brass and copper work is boiiiitil'ully c.xooutcd hero ; lino cloths 
ora weaved of diiloront texture and worked with gold wire, which is also manufue- 
turod in groat quiintitlos by a race of Moormen called Jjubb.'iis. 'I be principal streets 
through tho fort are broad and eleaii, tho cross lauos confined and iilthy, many of 
tho houses are covered with tiles, 1 lit the gcuonility is tlmlcliod; the Judge and 
Culleotor have Iheir houses boaulifully aoiitod a mile to tho eastward, neai’ a stone 
tank, with a spire on an island in its eontre, the whole beautifully ttnishod; some 
fine oraugos, ooft'eo and bread fruit are cultivated by the Oolloctor, Mi', Peter. 

26f/i July .—Left Madura at 11 p.u. and proceeded to Tirriimungalum road, in 
general good, but v'aa heavy owing to a shower of rain having fallen ; forenoon fair 
evening cloudy and light rain, ' 

21th July 1316,—Left Tirrumungalum at 5 a.k. and prooeoded to Oulpatty over 
a black eotton soil, road heavy and tedious; in the evening proceeded lo Nattamputlv 
a distance of 24 miles, first part of tho road good, the kilter through thora -jiuiglo 
and intersocted by rivulets issuing from tho woslern uiountains ; weather m guuorai 


2^th July 1316.—Left Nattamputty at 5 a.m., arrived at Shovillypootoor at 9 a.m, 
a conspicuous village, and large pagoda, the annual festival being'this day, the car' 
highly deooratod—is to be drawn round the, pagoda by the people in the neighbour¬ 
hood for sevei-al miles round; the road in general good, hills close on the i-i<rht 

Weather cloudy, rain in the evening, westerly Hind. 

2%th July.—'hoit Shevillypootoor at 5 a.m,, proceeded through fiajahpooratn an 
extensive village, houses in clusters and much divided, crowsed several small villages 
and^some nullahs^ and^forest of palmyra trees, then plains of wet flcUls to SlievagciTy 
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a choultry of somo note, ai 
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contains water throughout the year, and full of weeds, the distance travelled 19 miles 
2 furlongs; weather cloudy, rain towards evening. 

ZOth July 1810.—Left Shevagerry chutram at 6 A.M., proceeded by Vassaga- 
belloor (road to the latter place very indifierent and rugged) to Pooliangoody (pretty 
fair) and from thence to Codyanoor, a high road with an avenue of banian and tamarind 
trees, road good; the latter an extensive village but the houses much scattered; the 
country passed over this day in general plain; villages, and tanks in sight on the left, 
the lofty range of mountains on the right, but at the latter place become distinct; 
the effect of the monsoon on the Western Coast becomes now discernible from the 
heavy clouds to the west, and drizzling showers at intervals. 

ZlstJuly .—Left Codyanoor at 6 a.m. and proceeded by Sheverampett; the road 
between these places very indifferent, leading over narrow tank banks, through beds 
of paddy, and crossed several deep rividets with a stream in them; they take their 
rise in the western mountains, and are so many arms of the large river which runs 
some miles to the north of Pallamootta and Ternevelly ; from Sheverampett the road 
is of a better nature, lined most of the way with trees to Tenoashy, a large and 
populous, village, with an extensive pagoda; crossed over a bridge thrown across a 
small river; from thenoe to the fall of Courtallum is a beat road and kept in high 
order for the, convenience of those gentlemen who come here to enjoy the effects of a 
mild olimate which oontinnes for almost nine months of the year, partaking of the 
western and north-east monsoons. There are large ohoultries in the neighbourhood. 
The fall, though a small one, is very sublime, fal%g almost perpendicular over the 
rooks for about two hundred feet; the ladies and gentlemen who resort to it very 
often amuse themselves in bathing under it, which is attended with advantage 
especially to those who are in a sickly state; there axe several bungalows built about 
half a mile in different directions from the wall, that one by Colonel Munro is the most 
superior; fruit trees and vegetables of every desoription thrive amazingly well, and 
gi-een pease is reared almost all the year round, which of itself speaks in favor of the 
olimate, which is mild though rather windy and is attended genei-ally with slight 
showers of rain, which is by no means incommoding, and to those persons who take 
pleasure in walking this place affords every oonvenienoe, as the effect of the sun is 
Boai’oely felt even in the middle of the day. Eeported my arrival to Colonel Munro, 
the Resident in Travanoore. 

Sj'd August 1816.—Left Courtallum at 2 p.m. and proceeded back to Tenoashy; 
it has besides the pagoda, a Roman Catholic ohuroh, a building of some note; this is 
a large town, streets at right angles to one another, some of them being very narrow; 
it is not very populous at present as may be seen from the number of houses falling 
into decay; the fever that has been so prevalent in these distriots, appears to have 
attacked a great number of the inhabitants of this place, but from accounts appears 
not to be so dreadful at present; weather cloudy. 

Alh August.—'Leit Tenoashy at 2 P.M., crossed a nullah twice over stone and 
bridges, then by a fair road lined with trees through a plain country, some parts 
overrun with palmyra, cultivation dry grain, and some cotton, to AtteneoUum, a small 
village in the left, and tank on right; wet grain pretty extensively cultivated ah on 
it; weather windy and cloudy. 

btk August.—'Ldt AtteneoUum and proceeded over a plain open country, 
some parts overrun with palmyra trees, and dry cultivation to Ternevelly, an 
extensive town and a large pagoda about the center; crossed the Chundeauthora 
river to Pallamootta, once a conspicuous military station; is now garrisoned by a 
battalion of the 7th Native Infanl^ under the command of Colonel Trotter who also 
commands the district; the fort is strongly bnilt and forms a square, but no ditch ; 
the interior of it is mostly occupied by natives, some of whom have very elegant 
houses; the country on both sides of the river has extensive cultivation of paddy, 
■which is watered from canals from the river, and the water is conveyed in them by 
the aid of a dam being thrown across it some miles above this place; weather warm. 

liih Aug%st.—'Leh Pallamootta at 4 p.m. and proceeded to Naganehairy, an 
extensive town with a large pagoda situated to the north-west, dedicated to Soobara- 
munny, the lands about it are enclosed with mud fences and cultivated fo a great 
extent with paddy ; there is a large tank on the north side but at present dry. The 
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r.—Proceeded to take a station on the heights near Cuddeapat 
ated by the natives was in ancient times a city of great note, 
the swelling of the sea. There remain a few fishermen’s huts, wi 
1 almost at the extremity of the head land. The coast from. Cola 
lined with cocoanut. in tioves in which the fishermen have tl 
















wliicli in some parts is deep, it being conveyed over high ground to Shellynand, a large 
waste field but no vestige of a village, situated in a wind of the Pootheu oaual and at 
the foot of hills; weather cloudy and pleasant; some lain at night. 

leU Jamarg .—Visited the Pacdianand Poothen dams across the Pnrlay where it 
is about 100 yards wide, and runs north-east and south-west; the former lies about 
north 50 east 3 furlongs from the latter; from these issue two canals, the larger 
on Pandian canal is a work of immense labor and is carried through a difficult tract of 
low hills and impenetrable wood, after passing Shoorlacode it assumes the shape of a 
river across which several dams are thrown and oanala flow on both sides, the utility 
of them may be seen from an inspection of the map; a large open tract of paddy 
land of about 150 square miles is supplied with water from them in the Toovala and 

























ith if’cfrua™.—Early this morning left Velkreddy; proceeded by Covilloor tc 
’pudJapurram, a small hamlet in a [secluded] situation among hills and situated on th( 
north bank of tho Ne}aur river, deep bed with a strong stream and sandy bottom ; the 
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present themselves; to the north-east through an opening in hills a part of the plain 
country of Ternevelly is discernible ; descended at 2 p.m. and reached Coiltapilly at 
6 P.M. ; morning foggy; weather sultry and warm. 

29a April 1817.—This morning crossed the river and proceeded by a good path 
to Wully-yaily, a large cultivated valley wit^ a few houses on its border ; from thence 
Uu’Ough high wood crossed a deep rivulet to Tavaneote hill, ascended and tooli a 
station ou it, descended at 4 p.m. ; the Coiltapilly river winds north-west about 1| mile 
to the east of it, occasioned, by a smaller river coming down, and a broad open wooded 
valley in a south-east direction looking towards Papanasum; weather warm and 
sultry; evening rainy. 

1st Map 1817.—This morning left Coiltapilly and proceeded west to Yairoor a 
distance of about 10 miles, the way through high wood intersected by dry rivulets ; 
on approaching the latter place, in one or two places are to be observed a few waste 
fields long uncultivated from the alarm of elephants. Yairoor is an extensive village 
in the Nayre style extending about half rnile, surrounded with wood, with an extensive 
cultivation to the north-east of it, the heights about it covered with open and low 
wood ; weather warm, intervals cloudy, rain at night. 

%iid and Srd Map .—Drawing nj> the reports of the last quarter; both evenings 
very rainy accompanied with lightening and lou'd claps of thunder. 

4f/i May .—This morning proceeded over a hilly and wooded tract intersected by 
deep hollows to Codacnll hill, ascendod it about 11 mm. but owing to the inattention 
of the peon and the idleness of the people sent down to cut down the high wood On 
its summit was induced to remain on it to see the people, who were but few, cut down 
the wood ; having sent the peon for more hands, remained all night exposed to the 
inclemency of the weather; heavy rain, thunder and lightening towards the close of 
the evening. 

Uh ilfoy.—Eemained on the sirmmit till 2 p.m. in hopes-of further assistance, 
but finding the peon not making his appearance, descended and arrived at Yairoor at 
6 A.M. where I met the peon just preparing with a few people to proceed to the hill 
without implemeuts for cutting down the wood ; weather warm, strong rain, thunder 
and lightening at 7 p.m. 

m H/ay.—This morning proceeded through wood, crossed a branch of the Itta- 
kerry river to Eavely, a few houses with extensive wet cultivation, inundated owing to 
the rains the preceding night, then ascending and descending low hills in wood gained 
the summit of Traymelloor rock, took a station on it and descended; at 3 p.m. heavy 
rain accompanied with loud claps of thunder and vivid lightening ; from the summit 
of this rook is another dreary prospect, nothing but woods and hills tg be seen ia 
every direotion. 

Wi May 1817.—This morning proceeded again to Codacnll hill, which I quitted on 
thn 5th, as it will he observed, from the want of further hands to cut down the wood 
t^ieh was both lofty and thick; ascended its summit and to my regret found but a 
small portion of the wood cut away though four days had elapsed; the Paipatty, a man 
who seemed fond of throwing difficulties in my way persisted in sending up hut a few 
hands daily which required the labor of least sixty persons, the consequence was I was 
induced to relinquish this point and fix it as a secondary station, but previous to 
descending took a station on a small plain at the north end of it, from whence is a 
good view of the surrounding hills and country, one immense wood, and nothing'in the 
■ shape of cultivation to be seen in any direotion; weather warm, cloudy at intervals, 
some thunder and lightening. 

10<A itfay.—Early this morning left Yairoor, proceeded through wood and crossed 
the Ittakerry river, descending it by a ffight of steps to Unehnll, the capital of this 
sub-division and once a place of note, but now the houses ihostly in ruins save those 
along the sides of the fields, which are very extensive running from north to the south 
and along the west bank of the river; from thence ascended heights, passed through 
a street of houses, then through wood, ascended the rook of Nandkanypauroe, took 
ii the station on it, the prospect from the rock to the westward and north is woody 
^ hut divided much by cultivated vallies, descended the hill (on which is a pagoda of 
f some note about three hundred paces to the east of the rock) to Perrawanoor, an 
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number; a few small pagodas scattered about, noiio of any note ; the country passed 
over tills day is one continued flat mostly inundated, divided by cliannols from river to 
river, the whole capable of cultivation, about a fourth part of which is y«irly prepared 
for that purpose; within this watery scene are a few islands with groups of ooeoanut 
trees, and one or a couple of houses on each, but on tho sides of tlio river they are 
more ploiitlful; eommimieation from house to honso even across a field is carried on by 
moans of small eancjos, which ovon wonieu are dextrous in navigating ; the women may 
be soon daily braving it to distant markets over tho doopost waiters, and scarce or over 
do aiijr accidents liappon. It is uocossary to observe that tho rivers ohaiiuols and ovon 
the fields are affected by the tide which rlse.s about a foot, the wator from tlio aliovo 
cause is geuevally brackish for about four months in the year during wnnii weather. 
Cloudy both morning and evening; midday e-xcossively warm, at night heavy showers 
of rain accompanied with thnudoi- and lightening. 

22i?(f Ua^ 1818.—Early this morning went up tlio Minuiymulluy river to Colyniook, 
tho head of a sub-division, where there is a Syrian oliiircli and a lingo population of 
Nayres and Syrians ; tho country the same as that passed yesterday ; wont down tlio 
the river again aud took souudmas wlueh varied from to <i fatlioiiis, fiudms tlio 
river opposite the Cockull or outcherry at Sliuinbiioolum very deep Bounded sovoriil 
times just at the winding and found it vary from -ij to 7 fathoms and all within thirty 
paces. Weather moruiug clear, audio a.u. heavy rain at intervals continuing till 
the oveuing. 

2Srd ilfc;/.—Halted; employed ou tho place of the disputed tract. Woatlior fair 
at interv.als rain. 

2ifh MiPj. —Wont up a part of the Munnymullay river, thon by a branch of it, 
connecting it with the Pumbay river, tlieu a short way down tho Purabay, up a narrow 
shallow winding canal to the pagoda and outcherry of the Tuggaleol sub-division, 
with a small open apace; tho pagoda is very ancient, tho intorior building covered 
with plates of copper; opposite it is a small tank, on a side a shed eontaiuing several 
decayed boats, among them a Hamboory bargo liandsomoly finished but now old and 
in decay, it is about seventy feet in length and very ii.arrow in proportion ; where I 
orosaod' tho Piimbay it is about 3 aud SJ fathoms doi>(>; the oountry pas.sed in general 
under cultivation, few ooeoanut topos, but in tho noiglibuurhood of tho pagoda are 
luxuriant and thick ; the channel during warm wotillior is very shallow near tlio above 
pagoda, there being searoc onoiigh of water to navigate tho smallest boats. Tho 
weather throughout this day fair and -warm. 

25/A Man 1818.—Early this morning left Shnmhaooliim and proeceded by a 
cirenitous channel to the Pmnbay river ; wont down it a mile in which space it is 
between 3 and .S| fathoms deep ; left it and entered a shallow nullah on its left bank ; 
went up it, passing through Knrraaudy to Poracand above notiood; tho sea having 
receded I observed the ruius of the old Portuguese factory, which appears to have been, 
from the dimensions of tho walls aud the materials composing, it a very strong odifleo. 
At 10 a. ir. left it and proceeded by the channel eommunioatiug the Goyanoolnm back¬ 
water with the great one of AUopee, the tide on each side extending up to tho Thoda- 
pully bridge, whore" an embankment is thrown across it dining warm weather and 
across which the boats are haulod, for which duty some people employed by tlio 
Government are always in attendance ; then down the Tireanopolay river, narrow and 
winding, between 1 aud 2 fathoms doep, to Tireanopolay, dependant aud belonging as 
•well as 3 or 4 hamlets in ils neighbourliood to the Eajah of Yeddapnlly a Bnimin who 
has a palaee and a pagoda near it of note which ho eoudescends to pay a visit to during 
the festival, the auelent pagoda being washed away by the sea, the ono in lieu of it 
was built in modem times; tho oountry gone over tliis day one shoot of water, over 
grown -with high grass and interseeted loy canals, parts of whieh is under cultivation, 
the ground on either side of the above river is a deep marsh unfit for eultivation, but 
where it is elevated, the_ ooeoanut thrives but does not appear healthy ; between the 
low lands and the sea is a narrow strips of elevated sandy ground about half mile 
broad, is overrun with eoeoannt and other trees ; tho population in them groat, consist¬ 
ing of some Nayres, Bhanars, and Fishermen, prineipally the latter cast, having their 
habitations along the eoast; weather warm throughout. 









survey of that district. 

27tA dull/. —At 4 A.M. went towards the northern hills by a circuitous route 
through extensive paddy fields and heights, commenced to ascend Murtuwamullay, 
a eonspiouous mountain, through wood and reeds ; erossing several eminences with 
mueh labour and difficulty, gained the summit at 10 A.at. where two trees stand which 
are very eonspieuous from the low eountry, of which there is an extensive view from 
it, as well as of the Aehincovil valley which is extensive and woody with searee a 
plain spot to be seen m the whole tract; obtained a favourable observation ; though the 
day was foggy there were every now and then intervals of clear weather; deseended 
by the same path at 3 p.m. to breakfast and returned to Pooleary for the night; 
weather cloudy throughout, some drizzling rain at night. 

28f/i Julu 1818.—Early this morning left Pooleary and ascended the Arlanoovil 
pass to the ehowkey and the ruins of the gate, from theuee ascended the ridge to the 
south, proceeded along it, much winding, and difflenlt to the summit of Ayecoody hill; 
on reaching it the weather being bad, and the rains from the westward eoming on with 
violence attended with heavy fogs, descended on a plain ridge running in the direction 
of Arianoovil, then through wood ; reached the choultry and pagoda at 6 p.m. 
Morning fair, midday cloudy and rainy. 

29fA July. —Left Arianoovil, proceeded to Mamlatory and reached it at 5 p.m., 
heavy rain almost the whole way; the rivulets much swelled and pouring down in 
torrents acros.s the road. 

SOf/i July. —Early this morning left Mamlatory and went to Putnapuratn; arrived 
at it 10 A.K.; road very bad, trees having fallen across it in eonsequence of the heavy 
rain and high winds the preceding night; again proceeded on to Kotarkerry and 
arrived at 5 P.M. "Weather fair and cool the whole day. 

i\at July. —At 8 a.m. left Kotarkerry, passed Coondaree at 12 a.m., and arrived 
in the cantonment of Quilon at 2 p.m. I'he whole day light showers of rain till 3 p.m., 
then fair. 

The whole of the month of August within doors, examining and revising papers 
connected with the survey to the southward, and on the calculation of triangles. 
During the greater part of the month the weather stormy and rainy and the Assistants 
often in eonsequenee prevented from attending office ; also the papers being so very- 
damp that they eould not be meddled [with] -without sustaining some injuiy. • 
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or TUAVANOORE AND 

Novemhfir. —In consequence of reports of the cholera morhus being dov veiy 
prevalent through Travancore, and having been given to understand that medicines to 
prevent its dire effects were to be had of Captain Gordon at Alleppee, I wont thither 
by water, and on my interview with that gontleraun he intormed me of the Urge supply 
of mixtures, &c., in use had already been forwarded to my address; at the same time 
he gave me to understand that foi the last mouth there was not an instance of persons 
being attacked at that place had coiuo under his notice. 

Deco7uhcr 1818.—living prepared all things in readiness for the joiiruey in the 
hills, left Shungariacherry at 5 A.ir. and on my way took a station on Nedduneoou ; from 
thence proeceded aeross several small rivulets, a large pagoda on the right, ascended 
a pass by a flight of steps, then on slopes ascending and descending, past a pagoda 
and a few cocoa and betel-nut topes, to Valoor Umhlnm ; haltod here for the night; 
the road gone over this day in general passable, through high straggling wood. The 
weiuher cloudy, raiu all night. 

2nd Deceniher 1818.—Early this morning passed through the principal habitations 
of Valoor, which extends a oonsideraUe distance occupying much ground, passed a 
large rivulet and aseeuded hills, then over slopes through wood, some spots cultivated, 
to Pooncunat Umblnm ; then descended and crossing a few rivulets thron gh forest 
passed through Tumbalaeaud, an extensive seattered village with a tank and pagoda, 
to Wtiiijymiillay, but the day being rainy and fuggy returned, descending the whole 
way on a woody ridge to Canjarapully ; arrived at it at S p.m. ; the day cloudy, rain 
at J1 A.M. and eontinued till the evening. 

Hh Dccemier. —The weather being fair, proceeded early this morning by the 
above ridge tlu-ough Tumbalaeaud and ascended 'Wunjymullay, took the station on it 
and returned at 1 p.m. Weather fair. 

?>th DecemOer .—Early this morning repaired to Sherracudavoo where a temporary 
building had been erected for the Resident, with the roads thrown open to it—being 
given to understand it would be the most convenient spot for collecting provisions, 
coolies, &c., and making every arrangement preparatory to proceeding to the hills 
appertaining to Puudalnm, about Cbourymulay and south of the Periar; the weather 

Qth Decemler 1818.—Early this morning crossed the Chittar, then by a path lead¬ 
ing up a woody slope on which pita were newly dug for catching elephants asoendod 
Pooapullycoon, took the station and returned by the same path at 11 A.M. Weather 
extremely warm, rain at night. 

Ilh Went to sec the pagoda and tank of Sherraeudavoo on the west, a 

distance of two miles through an uneven eountry, groves of eoeoanut and soopary in 
the hollows, many habitations about them, hut saw no cultivation in this tract; this part 
of the country is given in jaghire to the Chnnganoor Curtoo* or lord ; the pagoda is 
the most famous and ancient in this part of the country and several Bramins reside 
near and who are supported by the bounty of the Curtoo. The weather cool and 
pleasant; raiu at night. 

December. —Halted to see Keyes and to give him instructions previous to his 
commencing the sui'vey east of ShungaDacherry. 

9W December .—Tliis morning, having every reason to suppose that the provisions 
and coolies, &c., were in readiness to proceed, was given to understand at the moment 
of starling that the coolies had deserted to a man, that the manager had hid himself and 
could not he found, that the merchants who had given their note of-hand and had 
reeeived a large advance did not appear, and that the Paiputty had gone to secure some 
elephants that had fallen into pits ten miles ofi in the interior; conceiving that all 
would he right in a few hours, proceeded on by a path, through wood, and crossed the 
Munnymullay river, a little swollen in consequence of the late rains to Tarumakuly, an 
insigniiioant village consisting of about six families of the Hayre and Lubbay oast, the 
latter have a mosque, the former a pagoda a short distance from the road; the country 
around extremely wild and hilly; with patience I waited for my baggage, a part of 
which eame up late in the evening, hut no provision of any kind. Weather cloudy with 








rain in the evening, despatched a peon to 'bring the Parpiitty who I was given to 
nnderstand had secured the elephants. 

inih and llth December 1818.—The remainder of my luggage came np about 
10 A.M and a few raorehants with provision for nine days to induce these people to 
accompany me up to the Chouryninlla hills, for which service I was to pay them 75 per 
cent, for such provisions supplied to my party. The peon dirooted ou the morning of 
the 9th instant to go and bring the Parputty, had hid himself and did not proceed till 
the following morning, when he was overtakon by my servants, whom he thought 
proper to alarm hy telling them an elephant had taken post on the path they were 
to pass, and which he thought would be a good excuse for him for not going at the 
time when ordered on duty; again despatched another peon and sepoy for the Paiputty, 
who they ovei-took on the way to ShunganacheiTy, thougli he was expressly directed 
to join me whenever the duty I granted him leave for was aceomplished ; this man’s 



16t/i December. —Early this morning proceeded easterly along the river, but from 
the difficulty of the path penetrated about three furiong.s and returned and measured 
the road to Chnurymallay, a distance of two miles six furlongs ; first part over level 
ground, then by a gentle ascent; descends to the Nonaganahur, on crossing it the road 
ascends abr.uptly the Neelymallay ridge, along which it runs winding, descends gently 
to the Chourymallay pagoda, a distance of two miles six furlongs, the whole through 
wood, which around this pagoda is extremely wild and close. Chourymallay pagoda, 
famous in Hindoo history, is supposed to have been built about 4,000 years ago ; 
it stands on a mound of earth (the sides exterior run up with granite)—about 100 
feet square ; the. building is very small and covered with plates of copper; it is much 
frequented by all classes of people, excepting women of lhat time of life who have 
intercourse with men are forbid the place—old women and girls are not debarred ; the 
grand festival comraenees about the 12th January, and lasts for five days, during 
whieh time the place ean seareely suffice, there being on an average on these occa¬ 
sions no less than from 10 to 15 thousand souls, most of whom during siekness, in 
eases of emergency or losses, make a vow to present the deity with some token in 
eases of rco. very, &e.; these emblems are [made] of gold, sUver, and copper,— 
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kid down by the offerer on the eighteen steps leading up to the temple, as well as 
offei-a of money ; these are all eolleoted by the servants of Government, sometimes 
amounting to a very great value, always exceeding the yearly expenses of the temple, 
which is defrayed by the Government) to the north-west of it is another pagoda of no 
note, and a cotarum or palace as it is styled, where the Rajah of Pundalum usually 
resided—now occupied by the servants of Govei-nment during the festival. Weather 





















































a steep winding ascent; the road good and paved to near the summit of Tertoownchan- 
kull,* then winding round plain tops on the summit, descended by a paved road to 
Erumbaeheddy Tavalnm, a halting place and rivulet on the southern slope at 6 p.m. 
Weather oool and pleasant the whole day. 

10<A January 1819.—At 7 a.m. returned and ascended the hills to Yortoowuchar 
elope ; from thence along the southern ridge took staljons on Perembyeota and Cheni- 
munny hills and tracing iu the features of the oountry on either hand rotuniod by 
Erumbaeheddy Tavalum ; descending on a good road, arrived at Permandnmim, 
a small but populous village on the hills with a pagoda on the south-east; the 
inhabitants consist of the Lu bbay ousted a few Nayrqs who cultivate the slopes of 
the hills by clear'ng the wood yearly in different parts; the weather pleasant the 
whole day. 

l\tk January. —At 8 a.m. this morning having procured a frc.sh supply of 
coolies, descended the pass, the road at hrst gently ascending and descending on slopes 
on the summit, then abruptly descends on the slope to the north-west to a stream 
flowing west which -is crossed; then ascended and descended another ridgo gently to 
the Moondakayum river, here it is fed by different streams joining it; thcro is a 
ohowkey on its west hank where a few people are always stationed to prevent illicit 
trade; from the river, gently ascending and deseouding through small op6n wood, a valley 
in the right, much of the slopes on either side cultivated by the inhabitants of Yedda- 
ooonum, the road very fair through wood, to a large stream called Puddupaiidaur ; on 
passing it, it is confined in many parts by black rocks, the ascents and descents being 
difEoult to within a short distance of Canjarapally, where we arrived at 3 p.M.; the 
distance travelled 12 miles; the weather throughout warm. 

12fA January 1819.—Halted, the party being much fatigued, and settling accounts 
■with the merchants for the provision supplied by them while on the hiUs; the coolies' 
having received their batta for the day and a small present were directed to proceed 
to their respective villages. Weather throughout warm. 

IZih January. —Early this morning left Canjarapally and proceeded over a good' 
path ascending to Tnmbalacaud; ascendeS Wunjymullay, took the angles on it and 
descended at 12 p.m ; went north through •wood, fell in with a good path in an open 
valley, much of which appears to have been cultivated of late years, to Tellycolnm a 
choultry and well where^assengers during the dry season are supplied with watei-; 
from thence by a good path crossed two extensive cultivated valKes, thon ascending 
and descending-low hills crossed the Chittaur, a small river flowing north-west, 
its bunks lined with soopary, coeoanut, &o., then up .some cultivated slopes ; 
descended to Eratoopetta at 5 p.M. ; on my arrival the head people of the place 
reported that two individuals were that very day attacked with a disorder formerly 
unknown to them; oonoluding it to be the cholera, visited and prescribed, they 
showed symptoms of returning health in an hour after; these people were taken ill 
fullj sis hours previous to my arrival. This day very warm. 

liih January. —This morning took a station on a root to the south-west of 
the confluence of the north and south rivers, between which lies the Lubbay or 
merchant town forming two narrow streets running east and west. Some of the bouses 
are large and built of wood, they have a well-built mosque here of the same materials, 
and near the confluence two good built Circar houses which a-Bords a eomfortable 
shelter for the traveller; to the south of the southern river rs the Syrian town, not 
verjr extensive,- fornung one broad clean street with suitable bouses ; at tho west end of 
it, IS the chureh surrounded by a wall, it is an extensive building having some addi¬ 
tions made to it within the last two' years, a parsonage house is attached to it and 
three cartaaara or priests^ generally officiate; independent of the towns, there is a vast 
population who reside along the sides of the rivers among the soopary and cocoannt 
groves. At 2 p.m. proceeded on the eastern road just put in repair, it runs through 
compounds, then on the southern slope of a hill; descended to the residence of the 
Eajah of Pooneat, had an interview with him for an hour and returned at 6 p.k. to 
Eratoopettah. This man is solely dependent on the Ciroar from whom be receives an 
yearly’allowance besides the lands of Pooneat; great portion of tho hills yielding 
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trees; measared through Vullamungalam and parts of Ooloova and Tylar, to the edge of 
the backwater ; proceeded along it to the southward to a point, and orossed to Share- 
tuUay at 6 p.m. ; the country gone over were extensive tracts of cultivation extend¬ 
ing to the edges of the baokwater, in some parts along it to the north-west of 
Moortutn it is intersected by ditches ruiming at right angles to one another, which 
makes it a matter of some difSculty to follow the edge of the water; weather warm. 

ith April.—Went to Alleppee, a distance of tliirteen miles, road sandy lined 
with trees ; houses and cocoannt topes at considerable distance on either side, the 
intermediate space occupied by low jungle and some narrow stripes of wet cultivation ; 
about midway, at some distance from one another, are two Concany pagodas, with square 
tanks and where the traveller during warm weather is supplied with water to quench 
his thirst; the entrance to Alleppee is over a bridge and gateway composed of two 
bastions built of stone, from whence stretches a mound of earth to the right and left, 
once a wall of defence to the town hut now demolished; weather forenoon warm, then 
cool; night sultry. 

bth April 1819.—Eeturned partly by the sea coast through Cautoorto Sheretullay 
and arrived at 8 p.m. TVeather warm, night close. . 

6</j and 1th April —Much indisposed and in pain having by an accident hurt my 
right hand. TVeather warm, night close; these two days being th? principal interval 
of the festival at this pagoda, the Nayres in the neighhourhood came in procession 
bringing with them immense figures of a bird called nnnoo and figures of Bidian 
deities, the most conspicuous of which was Boemah, a oolpssal statue seated on a plat¬ 
form with wheels, all highly decorated with various colored cloths and painted. One 
figure of Be.emah stood full 26 feet from the ground, the inside is quite hollow, 
made of wicker work of bamboos, solne of them neatly executed ; on this occasion the 
Nayres in parties go about in a state of intoxication, singing and beating their 
hands; in former times when the parties met, much abusive language passed, and 
are knowu_pften to have come to blows, but that is not now admitted. The image of 
Bhagavathy, mounted on the head of an elephant, with' an elephant on either side, 
goes iu procession both morning and evening; attended with music but no great 
conoourse of people follow. 

8ih April—Tbia morning proceeded to the north-east of the pagoda of 
Sheretullay to ascertain the extent of the fields in that direction, which are much 
divided by topos of cocoannt and other trees; -wlthm these aro the houses of the 
i,nhabitants, with the exception of one large extent of [cultivation a short distance to 
the east of the baokwater; returned at 12 p.m.; weather warm. 

9lh April. —Halted; my arm continuing very painful. 

Vith April 1819.—This morning left SherctuUay and traversed the country to 
the westward; in several directions it is highly cultivated though in narrow stripes, 
but to the north the wet cultivation becomes very extensive, running in vallies north 
and south, some of them-almost half a mile in breadth, and is during the rains 
influenced by the rise of the backwater; halted at Cuddacurrapully where there is a 
Latin church of no note and is about } of a mile from the. sea; in the intermediate 
space are two arms of the backwater,- shallow and deep mud. TVeather warm. 

\lih Crossed tho backwater, scarce a foot deep but deep mud, to the 

coast; measured along the sands to Undurally Sj miles, a ohowkey at which is 
stationed a guard of Trayancore sepoys, this place forms the limit of the Cocliin 
territory ; from thence proceeded southerly along backwater, crossing several channels 
and swampy ground, to Cuddaourrapully. The -inhabitants are all Christians. The 
country is overrun with cocoannt, cultivation poor, but around the houses much betel 
is produced, from whence the whole distriet is supplied. TVeather warm. 

l%th April.—'Leit Cuddaourrapully and traversed the country to the north-east- 
cultivation very extensive, in broad vallies with small groups of cocoanut interspersed 
amongit—to Vettakkoil where there is a large sjracious house, the property of a wealthy 
Jew of Cochin W name Salome, who has extensive lands in cultivation around it, the 
whole inauenoevThy the risina of the backwater which takes place during the months 
of June and July. TVeather warm and sultry. 
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nth April. —Early thifj morning left Vettakoil and traversed the eountry to the 
north-east; took np the survey in a mosque of the southern division of Toraoor 
and extended it to a small pagoda and tank, the former in ruins, and halted in the 
northern division of Toraoor at a house at the south extremity of an island 
haokwater ; the country gone over this day in a high state of cultivation, but little of 
it on cither side of the road, which is a heavy sand and mostly throughout lined with 
ciishoo ti-ecs. The most romarkable part of the village of Toraoor is a pagoda on 
the west of the road, dedicated to feheven, a very extensive building with a tank 
and several good houses about it, also a few stalls or bazaars immediately on the road. 
The day warm, evening cloudy and rain at night. * 

Uth April 1819.—This morning traversed the eountry to the south-west to the 
haokwater on the west, this portion consists of the villages of Munnaeolum and Purray- 
caud; at the former is a Christian church, at the latter an extensive Concany pagoda, 
about the latter aie a great many houses in oompounds, forming streets belonging to 
the cast, who are both cultivators and merehants. The traet gone over this day, 
populous with extensive cultivation, to the west an immense sheet of a mile broad nf wet 
cultivation which is influenecd by the rising of the haekwater; the interior cultivation 
depends altogether for water on the falling on the annual rains, at present some beds are 
eiiltivated with lissanum or gingerly seed; returned at 4 p.m.; weather pleasant, heavy 
ruin towards oveuiug and continuing a pai-t of the night. 

15th April. —This morning measured along the backwater and then traversed the 
village of Yelloopinnay at w'hich is a fort with four bastions built of sand, no w in 
ixiins; to the west of it is an extensive sheet of cultivation and a channel running 
•almost east and west in it ; is the comiiiuuioation between the northern and 
southern backwaters, and also is the limit common to Coohia and Travaneore; the 
interior tracts gone over this day, popijous with extensive eultivation; weather, 
warm, rain heavy all night. 

16t/i April. —Proceeded to the cast and south, traversed the west bank of the 
backwater and the north and south divisions of yulkmungalum and Toraoor and 
retiuned at 5 r.M. Country extensively cultivated in broad vallies, and also along 
the watoi- side, population extensive, both htayres, Coeanies and Luhbais; weather 

nth April. —This morning eommenced the measurement of the road and extended 
it to abreast of Jamhauat pagoda in the village of Codan+oraty, then along the 
backwater ; tmversed the east part of the above village and also the south portion of 
of Yermaloor belonging to tho TJrroor sub-division, very extensive enltivation and 
populous; weather cool, heavy rain at night. 

18fl 4pri71819.—Surveyed the road to tlie southern hank of the backwater a 
distance of Id miles from Sharetulla pagoda, the road good hut sandy and most part 
lined with cashoo trees ; houses and eocoa topes a small distance on the right and left, 
intermediate space eovered with low jungle, here and there some beds of -oultivation 
and a few small ponds, the pagoda of Urroor on the east side of the road ; halted 
near the backwater ; weather warm, at 4 p.m. a heavy storm of wind and rain. 

nth Hjorfl—Measured along the backwmter to the east out to a fort at a cape 
which eommands the passage of boats on the haekwater, hut is now in rifins,_ being 
square with a bastion at each corner; then proceeded along the backwater south¬ 
west to a channel which is the limit of a tract of land once belonging to the 
Company, from thence traversed north-west and north and returned at 4 p.m. Country 
populous, population very extensive to the south; weather pleasant, rain at night 

20t/! April. —Early this morning commenced the measurement of the road towards 
Cochin, by Teddaoochy and PuEatoorty, a distanee of 9 miles; the road in general 
good though sandy, and between the two latter places passed over an extensive space 
of wet land whieh is inundated duiing the rains; the ooimti-y gone over this day 
very populous, on approaching Cochin it is more so, the habitations being closer, 
and some parts forming streets, the principal of them is the one belonging to the 
Concanies, the houses being large and well built; on the way passed'Cochin Cotarum 
or palace in an inolosnre of stone, it appears to be a building after the European style 
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; 0 A.M. proceeded up the river aud against the 
general turn to Shalaooodv, tlie eapital ol a district; 
n general about 200 yards wido, bank bold and well 


on either side of it on approaching Slialacoody, ivliioli is an 
h a Roman Syrian ehurch ; the bulk of the inhabitants m-c 
s who live in sequestered situations on the river’s side ; the country 
:aee is plain and heaiitifully eovered wWi groves at intervals, and 
ion in the low lands; the morning fair, the remainder of the day 

'hirsday .—This day arranging with the Cirear servants for 
! for proceeding into the hiHs ; had an interview with the hill 
sry little information eould be obtained connected with the hills to 

9.—At 8 A.M. left Shalacoody and trayei-sed over a rich eultivated 
les, then through vallies of marsh originally wet Holds; entered 
id over rather even ground intersected by small mountain streams; 
opullytode, a broad stream, and halted at Poolicode Tavalum on 
ere were a few huts oceupied some months ago by the timber 
stance travelled 11;| miles ; the day throughout fail-; evening 

eft Poolioode Tavalum and ascended Tutohapully ridge; proceeded 
nd deseended to the Poyoode, then in a northerly direction 
crossed several rapid mountain streams and ascended a slope of 
ilong a lower ridge of Pandy; deseended to Molapanray roek at 
it for the night; the distance travelled eight miles, the latter port 
difficult : the dav throus'hout fflir. 
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brought numing short, indnced to proceed down to the halting place which we 
reached about 5 p.m. ; weather all the while favorable below. 

Ibth October 1819.—Broke ground and retired by the road traversed on the 9th 
and reached Poohcode Tavalum where another supply awaited ns, but not a sufficiency 
for the whole party; on our way observed the hill of Bandy (juite divested of fogs, a 
eight exceedingly annoying after all our labors in endeavoui-ing to obtain a station, a 
thing so material for the survey; weather fair, a thin shower of rain at 12 P.M. 

16t/i October. —At 9 a.m. parted vdth Lieut. Conner who proceeded measui-ing 
the path to fehalacoody; proceeded to measure the road towards Vurrnndrapally, in 
general a good path over level ground and in the vicinity of tlie Moopolaytode 
(which was crossed on leaving the habitations of the hill people; in a wind of it; pro¬ 
ceeded on level gi-ouud, the above river near on the right; crossed a marsh and passed 
the river formed hy the confluence of the above river with that of Paloopully at a 
ghaut called Caricolura ; then through open forest, crossed an extensive marsh to 
Vuin-undrapully, once a populous village, now much reduced from its being near the 
haunts of wild elephants who take every opportunity of committing depredations on the 
fields at it, which are very extensive; it lies in a hollow smuounded by high forest 
and is remarkable for the immense number of wild fowl that are to be seen in the 
fields both morning and evening ; weather close, rain at 12 a.m. continuing only for an 
hour ; the only building of note at it is a oullavara or granary in which the timber 
department transact their business. 

nth October, Sunday. —Halted, the party being fatigued, and obtaining informa¬ 
tion and ordering supplies for future progress through the hills; the day favorable, 
cloudy towards the east. 

19t/i October .—Left VurrundrapuUy at 8 A.M. and proceeded measiuing the path, 
a good one generally even through forest and hut a short distance on the right hank 
of the Palupolay river, to Mootalangaup, a distance of seven miles three furlongs—a 
small plain spot with some black rocks on the right hank of the above river where 
were a few decayed huts, it was once a timber station; ascended Curradanparay and 
proceeded along the ridge ascending, but finding no feivorable opening to admit of a. 
station returned, and took one on a ledge of rock on the declivity just above the 
halting place and from whence is a tolerable view of the country, which is one mass 
of hill and forest; descended at 6 p.m. ; weatlier throughout fair. On the way this 
day visited the junctions of thd Palupolay rivei-s in this forest; at its confluence it is 
called Tonayeaud. 

20!:/( October 1819.—Left Mootalangoup at 7 a.m. measuring the path through 
forest; crossed the Coteumbhum, Yerraohytode, Boratode and the Anaypam-ae tode 
which discharge themselves into the Palupolay on the right as well as several other 
small rivulets; stopped at Poyumparay, a few huts the habitation of hill people who 
having had some intimation of our coming resorted to the hills; from thence ascended 
a ridge and descended, very steep, to Anaypanrae Tavalum, once also a timber station 
in a great hollow; distance measured this day seven miles one furlong to the latter 
place through wood ; ground more uneven, the path crossing several ridges and some 
steep; the day fair, at night heavy rain accompanied with thunder and lightening 
continuing for several hour’s. 

21 si October. —Early this moi-ning commenced the, measurement, ascending very 
steep and crossing the Anaypanrae tode several times to the summit of the Poolymalla 
Aivata pass * which is the defined limit of Malabar and Cochin; from thence ascended 
the steep ridge south-east of it to a plain summit with great difficulty; on reaching it, 
enveloped in fog, and seeing there was no possibility of clearing descended to the path, 
taking the measurement on across the Tellatode, which it often crosses, to the Tolopoy, 
then across the Cullanykcrry river to a house, crossed it again and through forest; 
descended into the fields of the above name where there are a few houses and a 
granary; crossed the river again and along the fields of "Wakkalypadum and Serraeoon; 
halted on a winding of the river near Corapad for the night; weather fair tiU 4 p.m., 
then slight showers of rain tiU 7 p.m. and again heavy rain at night. 

W-nd October. —Early this morning commenced the measurement of the road to 
■Wuddakanohairy, a stragglmg village in a good situation with a few bazaars; the 
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over a waving eovmtry intersected by narrow vallies of wet cultivation to Nemary, a 
populous village with a palaee and pagoda and the capital of a sub-division insulated 
by Malabar, only a few miles north of the great range of mountains; anived at it 
at 1 p.M.; weather elose and sultry ; morning fair. 

nth November 1819.—Calculating triangles, allotting and pointing out to the 
Assistants" the portion and what is required to be done by each diuing the next 
month; weather close and sultry, moining fair. 

nth November. —Early this morning left Hemary and proceeded to Pallacherry, 
a populous village; ascended 'Waumullay, a black rock in its neighboiu-hood, took the 
station on it and descended at 3 p.M.; proceeded by a good road through Tuttamunga- 
lum, an extensive rather moreantile village, to a bungalow on the west bank of the 
Chittoor river; the distance travelled this day about 12 miles, the country rather 
undulating, very populous and in a high state of eultivation, both wet and di-y; the 
palmyra thrives in great quantities, and are to he seen thickly studded together in the 
paddy fields; toddy is extracted from the plant, of which the lower classes seem to take 
to exeoss; weather warm, a little wind at intervals from the west. 

19f/r November .—At 8 a.m. proceeded on a good road, .first part through lands 
highly cultivated, tiien through a forest abounding with small teak, to Curdypauray, 
a small eminenee in the forest; from thence again north through forest, passed several 
cleai-ed spots for cultivation and one or two pens for cattle in the vicinity of the 
foresters’ huts, fell in with the Chittoor road, went easterly and ascended Coonandooree- 
pauray, an isolated roek on the west of the road in the centre of an extensive forest, 
took the station on it, and descended at 3 P.it., returned by a good road and through 
forest, passed some habitations and paddy eultivation and then by a good road lined 
with an avenue to Chittoor, an extensive though not regular town and is the capital of 
the district of the same name, dependent on Cochin hut insulated by Malabar and 
Coimbatoor; aU the country about it is in a high state of oultivation and populous; 
one of the main roads from Coimbatoor to the west passes through it; a set of w'caveia 
have settled here who weave napkins, table-cloths, and other eloth for the wear 
of the inhabitants ; weather throughout warm, rain and thunder at night. 

Will anditst March 1819.—Halted and caleulated the triangles to serve as a 
basis for the sui’veys of Cochin and Malabar. 

November. —Calculating triangles and laying down points on the plain tables 
to aid in the survey of Chittoor and Malabar; at 1 p.M. left Tuttamangalum, proceeded 
tlu-ough the southern parts of it, houses in compounds, with roads between many of 
the houses, substantial buildings belonging to wealthy individuals, the population is 
great; from thence proceeded by a good road over a very rieh country, eultivation 
both wet and dry extensive, population great all the way to Colungode, the capital of 
the sub-division in the Paulghaut tallook, one of the largest towns, part only regular and 
the population excessively great, of all casta; the Bramins have extensive Agarums, 
not less than three within the extent of the town, which extends upwards of a mile 
from east to west; north and south it is eonfined, on one side by paddy eultivation, the 
other by the river, it is a plaee of great trade ; cloth is weaved here and a bullock road 
goes through it to the eastward from the coast; the weather cloudy, heavy rain at 
night with thunder and lightening. 

28rd November. —This morning proceeded to the westwai-d to aseertain the situation 
of the villages and the limit; returned at 7 p.m. ; the couatiy gone over this day in 
general fiat, highly cultivated, palmyra trees spreading themselves over vast sheets of 
cultivation, villages populous but pineh scattered with the exeeption of Punnycantoor 
and Pyaloor; two Agarums for Bramins witli a regular street of well built houses, 
and the liayre houses near them hut much scattered; the weather warm throughout. 

'‘iiitk November .—At 8 a.m. proceeded to lay in the detail within the tract gone 
over yesterday; the country and features being difficult to trace without literally going 
over the whole, returned by Aulumpalum, an extensive Agarum of Bramms, with 
substantial bouses forming broad streets on the north hank of the river ; crossed it and 
passed through Poodoogramum, another Agarum but a little inferior to the former, 
having a pagoda at the north extremity of the street, immediately in a winding of the 
river; the weather warm and sultry, morning cloudy. 
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places and readied the Cawderpuddy, the residence of the hill people of Agamallay, 
a distance of fourteen miles; the houses are temporary and low, covered with leaves of 
the te'ak, and the sides formed of split bamboos; the path though narrow will admit 
of laden cattle, and the pass is one of easy ascent; the weather fair throughout, 
evening cool. Thermometer 64. 

5th Decemher 1819.—At 7 r.M. left the pnddy and measured west on a good path 
through forest and high grass, crossing a few nidlahs and some marsh to the base of 
Pantean mallay, from thence north across forest and broken ground; crossed the 
Cuttaparae, a large rooky stream; from thence commenced an ascent on the shoulder 
of a ridge; crossing one and two ridges, descended at 5 p.m:. to a small stream in an 
hollow where we halted for the night; strong wind and rain the whole night. 

5th December. —The wind and rain appear to have inoreased at 11 a.m:., proceeded 
on the ascent, reached Coomlaneody peak, the highest on the range, at 1 p.m., some 
intervals mdieating fair weather; hnt about S p.m. increased to a hiu'ricane and 
eieessively cold; descended to a lower part on the ridge on a plain spot, sheltered in 
some measure from the weather by trees around; halted here with the expectation 
that the morning would be fair. Thermometer varying 60 to 64, 

Tth December. —"Weather still rainy and sexually, went up to the rock on the 
summit, on which it was scarce possible to stand for a couple of minutes; the hill 
people and eoolies unable to withstand the cold, descended quite wet and exhausted to 
the encampment at 5 P.M. Thermometer this day 60, 61, 62 ; the naigue arrived with 
two hill people with a small supply of provision, three coolies quite exhausted from 
the extreme cold &c. and had weather, chose to remain at the old encampment, and 
without fire or provision, prevailed on some of their comrades to go down and bring 
them up, hut to no purpose; two hill people ventm-ed down to make them a fire to 
warm themselves. 

%th December 1819.—The weather continuing as violent as yesterday the hill 
people came np at 9 a.m. and reported that one of the coolies had expired along the 
fireside during the night; sent a part of the coolies down hy force, aeoompanied by 
rsome of my laseais, with rice for the servivors, and to bury the dead man; this office 
having been accomplished, the survivors regained their nsiial vigor, and returned with 
my lascars to the lull people’s habitation. Thermometer 59,60 and 61. 

%tk December. —Weather as usual, went np to the summit at one interval which 
promised fair, and put np a flag and piled stones round it; the wind piercing and 
violent; descended at 3 p.m., quite dark at 4 p.m. Thermometer 59, 59, 59. 

lOifA December. —Weather continuing as usual and no fresh supply of provision 
■coming np, ordered all hands down hut a few of my own servants, in all six in number; 
towards morning a monstrous elephant wandering over the mountains came up to my 
tent which was pitched upon their only path; hoing somewhat alarmed at such an 
uncommon sight they were amazed and soon after, alarmed by the shouts of the people, 
they soon slipped down the sides, and in a lew minutes the breaking of the trees and 
hushes they penetrated through, discontinued to he heard. Thermometer 59, 59, 69. 

llfh December .—Weather as usual, but more gloomy and windy. Thermometer at 
58 the whole day ; provision for the party just sufficient for the night; a flock of wild 
buffaloes waUring up to my tent, and being alarmed fled in the direction they came. 

12^A December. —Weather as usual, less wind—thermometer varying between 64 
and 62; the lasoars and coolies arrived with provision at 5 o’clock just before dark; 
some fair intervals this day. 

15th December 1819.—Weather as usual hnt more fair intervals; ascended to the 
summit and found the flag blown dowi^ and the stones about it dispersed; unable 
to take a station, though a large portion of the lower suironnding hills could at 
intervals be very distinctly seen, from the excessive strong wind. Thermometer 
54 to 62 and 64. 

llih December .—Intended to descend as there was now no hope of any further 
supply of provision; at 9 a.m., though stUl windy and rainy there was every indica¬ 
tion of its clearing up, therefore halted, and about between 3 and 5 p.m. took rather 
a favorable observation, though some of the higher hifls were stiU obscured; desoended 
at 6 P.M. Thermometer 64 to 66. 
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These mouataiiis trayersed since the 4th of the mouth are wild in the extreme, 
scarcely admitting of any plain, hut on the summits of the hiUs, about the puddy and 
on the Tallies, there is some rather flat land, but the whole is eoTered with forest and 
long grass; the timber trees are excessively large and of a superior quality; no part 
I ever visited, contains more teak than these forests, and of immense girth; some trees 
measured fi-om 20 to 28 feet in girth; but those of 6 and 6 feet m diameter are 
common in all parts; the whole of this tract is interested by numerous mountain 
streams which form the sources of the Codacherry river; the produce of the hills consists 
only of turmeric, ginger, some cardamom and bees’ wax and honey; the Cawders never 
cultivate any grain, but depend solely on their employers for support and clothing, 
which in short is only paying them for coUecting the produce of the hills; the road up 
it from Colungode is a very good one though circuitous; there is a nearer path but' of 
general ascent and difficulty; the former 


From Colungode to Anamahres is measured 
Do. Acamakree to Poliandouy tank 
Do. Poliandong tank to Olag-anur juuction 
Do. Olaganur to Chumnampuddy 
Do. Chumnampuddy to Yalyparae 


Do. Talypari 
Do. the pass 


ae to the summit of the pass 
to the Puddy, crossing tho Teak 



3 80 

4 60 
8 CO 

3 0 


Total ... 26 5 70 


The near path is not known to the lowlanders; indeed the diifioult aseent 
heing very great, is sufficient to dissuade them from attempting it, or anything of a 
difficult natm-e. 

21st Deeemier 1819,—Not heing able to procure a guide proceeded by cross roads 
through the foi-est a distance of 9 miles to Ghu m ri u mpuddy, the ground in general 
quite flat, and the hollows closely wooded; in the afternoon proceeded west, took a 
station on a rook near Moondum puddy and returned at 6 r.M.; weather warm 
throughout; morning eool. 

22M(f Deeemier. —At 8 a.m. left Chumnumpuddy, proceeded to Meengairyputty 
and continned the measurement of the road towards Colungode to where it meets the 
high road to Anamahree, a distance of 3 miles 2 furlongs; the road in general passes 
on a level ridge, some black rooks at intervals, and crosses the Olaga tode twice, a large 
stream from the southern mountains; in the evening proceeded to Vitaleyparae, a 
spacious flat rock in, the midst of forest, took a station on it and returned tracing in 
'the features of the country to Anamahree, a large and populous village and on a 
timber station; the Conservator of Malabar having a convenient bungalow here for 
the use of the assistant; Anamahree is pleasantly situated in a winding of the river 
and the high road from Colungode to Anamahree passes through it; the weather 
throughout warm; morning cool. 

23rif Deeemier .—This morning proceeded to explore the country and cultivated 
vallies dependent on Cadancoorohy and belonging to the Teuganad Eajah; ou the 
borders of these Tallies are some grauanes, and the houses, but few, of the lower 
classes who keep watch over the fields ; the rising land is covered with a young and 
thriving fmest of teak; visited Pemaoadehairy at the oonflueuce of two hill streams 
once inhabited, with some uncultivated land, a few soopary and eocoanut trees and those 
mostly destroyed by elephants ; returned to Anamaree at 4 p.m. ; weather warm. 

24/A December .—This morning proceeded north to Poodocolum, a tank on the road 
from Colungode; measured east along it in general through forest and uneven ground 
crossing some large nullahs to NeUymut ehutram (this road forms the boundary 
between Coehin and Malabar); from the above place measured the road still through 
forest by Pantacolum to Nannyeode Tavalum, a plain spot and pagoda and is an 
halting place for travellers; it becoming late proceeded on to Tattamungalum by 
Bandy Tavalum and arrived at 7 p.m. ; weather warm. 

From the 25#A to the 2 9/A Deeemier 1819.—^Employed within doors drawing the 
surveys executed since the beginning of the month; weather strong westerly winds; 
cloudy at intervals. 





bih January .—TMs moining went over tlie northern limit common to Cochin and 
Malabar, which running in general through fields is excessively intricate, measured 
about 14 miles—all within the space of three miles—embracing CuUincherra, an 
insulated snot, and to the hish road near Poodoonaearum and returned at 6 p.m. 
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on the north bank of the Cavarypoya river, eroased it, proceeded by a path by 
Coonntpaddy, the habitation of foresters, with some diy cultivation about it, to 
Ifannyeode, a long cultivated valley in forest, north of the road and dependent on 
Tuttamungalum; arrived at it at 7 p.m. ; the weather throughout exeessively warm. 

Yith January 1820.—^This morning went north to aseertain some dry fields, the 
site of the foresters’ habitations, and the run of the rivulets and windings of the river; 
proeeoded as near along the latter to Koolatoray, a grand winding, and returned hy 
Thutehatpuddy and Pantyeolum at Nannyeode at 7 p.m. ; the country gone ovortliis 
day oveiTun with wood, some small spots eleared and eultivated hy the foresters 
(ChermaMes) but none extensive, the wood low and rather open, in the vicinity of 
the river and other streams, luxuriant, water scarce in the interior, and the forests are 
interseeted by paths freq^uented by the lower elasses, who come here to sell wood for 
fuel and house building, &e.; the weather warm, cloudy at intervals. 

13M January. —Measured the road, a very good one, running by Bandy Tavalnm 
to Tuttamungalum, a distance of 5 miles 3 furlongs; is in general through open wood, 
deseending, and on approaching the latter place 'becomes more open, aud small vallios 
of cultivation -with houses on thorn appear on either side; the weather wai'm. 

14W January. —Left Tuttamungalum bungalow and measured the road to Poodoo- 
nagarum, traeed in the featiires to the south of it, ]and then proceeded to Codavayoor; 
the whole of the eonntiy highly cultivated, population extensive, espeeially around 
Poodoonagamm and Codavayoor; the formci' a rich mercantile town with a sti'eet of 
extensive bazaars, roads crossing it at right angles, and has a weekly market; the latter 
has a street of baaaars, but is remai'kable for being the residence of some wealthy 
inhabitants of Malabar; weather throughout warm. 

15</i January. —Made a eireuit of the eountiy to the south-west; the vallies of 
cultivation extensive hut population scarce, with the exception of the village of 
Pullacherry which though nxegular is very extensive, oomprehendmg an immense 
population of various casts, -with a Bramin Agramm and some pagodas ; the face of the 
eountiy is covered with small hills of black rock; with this exception, and the land ahoiit 
the houses, the remaiuder is an immense eultivation of paddy; to the south and to the 
liver, the paddy lauds are overrun -with the palmyra; took the station, on Waumullay 
—a high black ridge north of it, and then descended, aseertaining the rim of a few 
vallies, to Codavyoor; the weather forenoon exeessively windy, then iiiodoiate. 

16^/j January 1820.—Made a eireuit to the north-east to the high road from 
Palnagarum to Munnaem-ray and to Poodoonagarum, and measured the road from the 
latter plaee to Codavajmor; the country gone over, in a high state of cultivation, the 
heights plain and partly eultivated with dry grain; forenoon windy and wai-m. 

'I'ith January .—This moming measured the road to the westward via Caiiapoor 
and Tembaloor to Punnycode Umhlum where two roads moot, one from Paulghaut the 
other from Allatoor; from theuee proceeded a short distance on the limit eommon 
to Paulghaut and Tennalapooram; returned over the eultivated lands of Munyaloor 
to Vembaloor, at 6 p.m. ; the country gone over this day very extensively eultivated, 
and population in proportion; tire road a good one, and lined with trees; crossed a 
deep rivulet on approaehmg Tembaloor, the ground afterwards becomes a little 
rugged with ridges of black rook and rather wooded; the day warm. 

IStA January. —This morning made a eireuit over the lands to the noi-th-ivest and 
north-east of VeUayanoor and Penincoon, two populous desams, and eultivation iu 
extensive flat vallies and studded with palmyra; took a station on Perrineoou' and 
extended the limit, partly along the high road from AUatoor to Paulghaut, to a ridge of 
roeks north-east of Pemneoon and returned to Tembaloor at 6 p.m. ; weather warm. 

19fA January 1820.—Left Tembaloor; made a eireuit of its cultivated lauds, 
which are narrow and partly in deep Tallies occasioned by ridges of blaek roeks at 
intervals; then along the limit to the river, which again divides Paulgliant from 
Kem^, 10 Kudaloor, an extensive village; then proceeded north-west, making a 
circuit on extensive lands of flat eultivation dependent on it, wdth some insulated 
houses amidst it, to Pullavoor, the capital of a sub-division, an extensive village with 
a large pagoda and an appropriate Bramin Agravum, besides a largo population of 




























Qth Idbrmry .—Halted coloring the wrk on the table; weather warm. 

"Ifh Fdrmrtj .—Early this morning proceeded to the north and north-east tracing 
in the features of the country, comprehending the lands of the Dasunis of Ycrmapadnm, 
Pullateery, Eamasherry and Vaaegoody; the lands of the whole extensirely eultiyated 
with the exception of a few heights and low ridges of rocks inteiweni^; from thence 
proceeded across forest; crossed the Warracanr and Coraaur to the high road leading 
from Paulghant to Ooimbatoor ; proceeded along it for some miles and then visited the 
conliuonoe of the above rivers ; crossed it below their junction, traeing in the features 
of the country to Pudushery; a small bazaar on the high road; weather warm. 

8i/i Feh'uary .—Measured the road to a chntrum towards Coimhatoor, crossed 
the river at the HruTagapully Cnddavoo ; on the right hank of which is a square stone 
buiidiag now in ruins; reorossed, traeing its eourse, in each bank of which is a narrow 
stripe of forest; traced in the features of the country south of it, over the lands of the 
Dasums of Pooducheriy, Kotaead and Mm-raduiracode, extensively cultivated, with a 
few uncultivated slopes; the river gone over this day winding, occasioned by the 
natural ■onevermess of the country ; weather warm and westerly wind. 

Felruary .—Proceeded on the high road to the westward, and over tire heights 
north of it covered with low jungle, ascertained the lauds of the Dasum of Murdun'a- 
code and returned at 2 p.m.; engaged in the afternoon in the drawing of the work 
laid down; weather warm. 

loa February 1820.—At 8 A.M. left Pooducheny, proceeded over the lands of the 
Dasum of Zurringarapully and Ciumanoor, then erossed the high road to the north; 
ascertaraing the Dasums of Cullapolay and Pootoor, as well as Ihc situation of several 
large regular Bramin Agrarums, the largest of them bciug Culpaty on the south bank 
of the river, the eourse of which was also followed down to the latter place; the 
country in general populous; cultivation very extensive aU around the Agrarums; 
went into Paulghant at 6 p.m. ; the weather warm and windy. 

IXth, 12fA and 13ft Employed in drawing the plan of the surveys 

executed in the field, on the plain table. 



































acc: 6633 

Memoir of the Survey of Travancore and Cochin 1816-1820 
yea; 1891 

p5 Days in Madura-Trimulnaick's Palace 

pi 6 Agusthwer District-Richest Part in South Travancore 

p21 Anjengo 

p31 Cowiaypaurae Hill Which Give Extensive View of Periar River 

p46 Kotium a Town of Some Note 

p48 Pundaium-Palace of Pandalum Rajah 

p54 Coyancoium{Kayamkulam)a Mercantile Town Generally Called Cally Quilon 
p56 Pumbayaur{Pambayoor)Where three Accomplices of Vaily Tumbi(Veiu 
ThambijDewan was Hanged 

p62 Neiiakuii Where Small Pagoda Dedicated to Vistnoo(Vishnu) 
p67 Paupencotay a Conspicuous Hill of Black Granite 
p70 Chourymulla Pagoda-Famous in Hindu History 

p79 Tunnermookum, a Cape on Headland and a Famous Pagoda of Shevan(Sivan) 
p82 Muttenchairy and the Jews Town 

p85 Poolymalla Aivatapass Defined Limit of Malabar and Cochin 
p97 Trichoor is Famous for Pagoda, Palaces of Rajahs etc 




